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Congress. In addition, the letter will encourage policy makers to ensure flexibility so that local 

pre-school programs can implement a federally-supported preschool expansion plan. Further, 

the letter encourages policy makers to support the President’s plan, to voice their support to 

their federal representatives and to begin the planning process so that California is best 

positioned to qualify for this potential funding.  

 

For years now, experts have said that brain development begins prior to birth and advances 

rapidly through the age of three, making it possible for very young children to learn to read, 

write, add and subtract. Investing in early learning during the first five years of a child’s life is 

critical, with significant consequences for a child’s long-term health and emotional well-being if 

they are not enrolled in pre-school or early education programs.   

 

And yet, the United States ranks 25th in public spending for early learning among developed 

countries. The inability to recognize the need for early education has serious consequences that 

impact society including unemployment and crime and will affect the nation’s future 

development of a competitive and educated workforce.   

 

“The County of Los Angeles has a lot to benefit from passage of this plan,” said Chairman 

Ridley-Thomas. “It is a matter of priorities, a strategic investment in our future and a leveraging 

of our human capital in a cost effective way.” 
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